A c u t e P a i n e d i t o r i a l I am currently battling with physicians in my Trust to keep pain scoring on our new 'track and trigger' patient observation charts, and I know that I am not alone. Their firmly-held belief is that pain is a minority concern: the sole preserve of post-operative patients in need of complex, pump-based analgesia.
The International Association for the Study of Pain (IASP) specifies that the remit of this Global Year Against Acute Pain is to highlight all types of acute pain, including that due to surgery, injury, childbirth and acute illness.
This issue of Reviews in Pain reflects these diverse patient groups and highlights the difficulties of assessing and treating acute pain at the extremes of age, as well as considering the long-term consequences of not treating it adequately. Liza Keating focuses on how much acute pain is seen and managed in emergency departments, while Mike Dobson gives us an overview of obstetric analgesia in the developing world. It is sobering to be reminded of our easy access to analgesia. Indeed, 90% of the global consumption of opioid analgesics for pain management occurs in Australia, Canada, New Zealand, USA and many European countries; which means that over 80% of the world population has insufficient analgesia, or no analgesia at all, if they suffer from pain (1). These barriers to effective pain relief involve political impediments which need change on a global scale.
In the UK we are in the luxurious position of having strong opioids readily available for the alleviation of pain. Now all we need to do is persuade many of our physician colleagues to accept that some of their patients may be in pain, and invite them to ask about it, score it and above all, to treat it. Our barriers are closer to home.
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